
1

Memorial University of Newfoundland
Department of Modern Languages, Literatures, and Cultures

Preliminary Syllabus 

GeERM 2900 Intro to German Culture I

(Fall 2022)

Class Time: Tue/ Thurs 10:30-11:45 am Location: 

Instructor: Dr. Isabell Woelfel Office: SN-3061C

E-mail:  iwoelfel@mun.ca Phone: 864-8569

Office Hours: TBA

I. COURSE DESCRIPTION
The first part of the course will introduce the history of German-speaking land in Europe during the 
16th, 17th, and 18th century. We will discuss the Reformation, read primary sources by Martin Luther, 
and talk about new political, philosophical, and religious movements. The course will also include a 
discussion of the environmental history: we will investigate the interaction between man’s natural 
environment and the influences on these environments by human actions.

In the second part of the course, we will look at selected examples of architecture, visual art, music, 
and texts, which will reveal images, stereotypes, as well as the lived experiences in Early Modern 
German spaking lands. 

The course will include project work in collaboration with the organizers and archaeologists of 
important archaeologist sites in Newfoundland. More information to follow! 

Textbook: Fulbrook, Mary. A concise history of Germany. Third Edition. Cambridge University 
Press, 2019.
 
II. OBJECTIVES OF THE COURSE
This course will investigate
 how new political and religious movements in the 16th and 17th century shaped a new awareness 

of the self, changed power relations, and the feelings of belonging
 the “colonization of natural systems” (Marina Fischer-Kowalski)
 gender relations and the role of women in the larger society
 the salve trade and the social status of black people 
 new aesthetic principles and aims in the arts
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You will learn:
 how to use research tools and apply research theories and methods
 to plan and produce presentations, essays, academic proposals, and interpretations of aesthetic, 

theoretical and historical factors by integrating existing research and criticism with your own 
readings. 



PRELIMINARY COURSE SCHEDULE

Week 1: Germany in the late Middle Ages: The Feudal Modal of Society
Week 2: Holy Roman Empire and the Century of the Habsburg
Week 3: A Gendered Society: The Lives of Women
Week 4: Architecture: Schönbrunn Palace in Vienna, and the Zwinger Palace in Dresden
Week 5: Religious Beliefs and Practices before Reformation
Week 6/7: Reformation culture

 Martin Luther: Man and Myth
 Luther’s Legacy: Changed Definitions of the Self: New Belongings and 

Collectives, the status of the German Language
Week 8: Communications with New Worlds: the Gutenberg printing press
Week 9/10 New aesthetic ideas:  Literature, music, and the visual arts

Albrecht Dürer, Johann Sebastian Bach, CPE Bach, Friedrich Gottlieb Klopstock
Week 11: Industrialization, controlling nature for a new modern Germany:  Johann Gottfried 

Tulla, 'the man who tamed the wild Rhine’
Week 12:  Slavery and Blackness in Early Modern Germany
Week 13: Review

III. READINGS
You must complete the readings, i.e. before the lecture on that topic. The readings will be available 
through D2L.  Please refer to the schedule of required readings and film viewings.

IV. COURSE EVALUATION SCHEME

Marking  Grading
Homework&participation      10%
2 mini-essay                            20%
midterm exam                         20%
1 in-class presentation            15%
1 abstract+bibl.                       10%
Take-home Exam  OR 
Final paper                              25%

A = 100-80
B = 79-65
C = 64-55
D = 54-50

Written assignments (essays, abstracts, take-home exam) are to be submitted in printed form. They are 
due at the beginning of class.  
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LATE POLICY 

*****Late assignments will be accepted at a penalty of 2% per day.*****

If you are applying for a waiver of regulations, request a deferred final exam or assignment/paper, etc., 
please refer to General Academic Regulations in the University Calendar: - “Missed Testing and Late 
Policy” 6.7.5 http://bit.ly/2c7v3ba
- “Exemptions From Final Examinations and Procedures for Applying to Write Deferred Final 
    Examinations” 6.8.2 http://bit.ly/2bZ08gM

Explanations of Assignments 

Homework and Participation
It is critical that you attend classes from the beginning of the term. You are expected to complete 
readings before the lecture on that topic. Each student has to post two questions/comments on 
the required readings on the D2L discussion forum until 11:00 pm on the day before the Seminar 
Session.  Students are expected to attend class regularly and meet all requirements set by the instructor.
Simply being in class is not considered evidence of good “class participation,” rather it is a 
prerequisite.  Students will occasionally write two-minute-papers in class. When a student misses 
class because of an illness or unanticipated event, it is the student’s responsibility to notify the 
instructor and provide an explanation.

Midterm exam: The midterm will test your understandings of the course contents covered during the 
first weeks.

2 Mini-Essays: Essay writing helps you to turn surface learning into deeper understanding by 
connecting what was discussed in class with the course materials and the readings you studied. Essays 
should be about 4-5 pages. Try to connect the course contents and discussions to  your abstract and to 
secondary sources. Please adhere to the following formatting requirements: Your reflections must be 
typed, have a title page containing your name, course, student number. One-inch margins all around, 
double-spaced. 

Presentation:  The presentation is an opportunity to introduce, in approximately 15 minutes a topic, 
related to the respective course session. Students will receive a list of topics on the first day of class. 
This list will also be posted on D2L. Students will inform the instructor about their choice (in class or 
via email). If the requested topic is already taken, the student will be assigned to a different topic.     

A. You are asked to write an annotated bibliography of 2-3 sources that will inform 
about the content and relevance of the materials used for the presentation. Please 
submit the annotated bibliography by email to the instructor on the day before 
your presentation by 5:00 pm.

B. Present your ideas and investigations to the class in 15 minutes. Use PowerPoint to 
highlight certain aspects of your lecture, and to show photos, graphs, maps, etc.

C. At the end of your lecture, present three to five questions which will lead to a class 
discussion (length of class discussion: 5-10 minutes)

http://bit.ly/2bZ08gM
http://bit.ly/2c7v3ba
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Abstract: Introduce your own idea for a research project, based on course material and your own 
sources. Formulate your research questions in a precise and focused way.  Include a bibliography of 3-
4-sources. Bibliographic references will support, deepen, and extend your thoughts. Abstracts should 
be around 300-500 words in length.

Take-home Exam OR Final Paper: Your response to the Take-home exam will be around 2000-2500 
words in total length. It will consist of a number of questions from which you can choose based on 
your preferences. 

Please adhere to the following formatting requirements: Title page containing your name, course, 
student number. One-inch margins all around, double-spaced. You may want to cite from the readings 
to support your arguments. Please include a bibliography by choosing a bibliographical style that you 
follow consistently (such as APA, MLA, or Chicago). On Brightspace, go to Course Information/ 
Essays. You will find information on citation styles, how to structure your exam questions as well as 
the way in which your paper will be assessed and graded.

Your final paper will be around 2000-2500 words. You can either write about your research project, 
which you proposed in your abstract, or suggest a new topic to the instructor. Develop an in-depth 
discussion, pulling together concrete artistic or historical examples, background information that could 
help you make your point, theory and criticism discussed over the course of the class, and major 
debates that may have arisen around the topic you are discussing. Set up a meeting for a 
conversation about your idea for the topic by mid November.  For this meeting, prepare a basic 
structure of the paper.  You are required to use 5-8 sources for the Final Paper. Your papers are due 
on December 2nd at 12 pm. 

Accommodations

Memorial University is committed to facilitating and promoting an accessible, inclusive, and mutually 
respectful learning environment. Students requiring special accommodation are asked to communicate 
firstly with the Glenn Roy Blundon Centre (http://www.mun.ca/blundon) at the earliest opportunity. 
University policies and procedures pertaining to accommodations for students with disabilities can be 
found at http://www.mun.ca/policy/site/policy.php?id=239.

Classroom Conduct

To ensure that our time together will be spent comfortably and has maximum benefit for all, a very few
simple but important rules to follow in the classroom at all times, i.e. during lecture, class activities, 
presentations, and group work: 

 Be polite and respectful to your peers and instructor, which includes:
 Refraining from any side conversations while your instructor or one of your peers are 

speaking.
 Arriving on time and not leaving early. (Speak to your instructor if there are special 

circumstances). 

http://www.mun.ca/policy/site/policy.php?id=239
http://www.mun.ca/blundon
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 Switching off your cell phones and any other electronic devices during class (unless there is
an emergency situation or a laptop is required for learning purposes). That is, no texting, 
emailing, chatting, twittering, surfing, … 

Campus Support
There are a number of excellent student support services available to students on campus:

 The Academic Advising Centre (SN-4053) provides academic guidance to students in their 
first year of study. Students seeking advice about a specific Major or Minor should contact the
designated undergraduate advisor in that department. For German, please contact the 
department head Dr. Maria Mayr (mmayr@mun.ca)

 The Commons (QEII library) provides access to print, electronic and technology resources. 
 The Counselling Centre (UC-5000) helps students develop their personal capabilities, ranging

from study strategies to assisting distressed students. 
 Student Affairs and Services (UC-3005) answers questions about such things as courses, 

housing, books, financial matters and health.
 The Writing Centre (SN-2053) is a free, drop-in facility for students and helps them become 

better writers and critical thinkers.
 The Glenn Roy Blundon Centre (UC-4007) serves students whose disabilities involve 

conditions affecting mobility, vision, hearing, learning (disabilities), chronic illness, or mental
health; support is also provided to students with documented temporary illnesses and injuries.

 Student Life (ASK, UC-3005) answers questions about such things as courses, housing, 
books, financial matters and health.

Academic Misconduct http://bit.ly/1X4w8QT

From the University Calendar 6.12.4 “Academic Offences”:

Academic offences shall be deemed to include, but shall not be limited to, the following: 
 Cheating on examinations or any other tests, theses, assignments, work term reports, projects, 

laboratory assignments, laboratory reports or internship reports: This includes copying from 
another student's work or allowing another student to copy from one's own work; 
consulting with any unauthorized person during an examination or test; possessing 
unauthorized aids; using unauthorized aids; or knowingly recording or reporting false 
empirical or statistical data. The work referred to includes examinations, theses, assignments, 
work term reports, projects, laboratory assignments, laboratory reports, internship reports, or 
any other tests which are to be used in judging the student's performance in a course or 
program of study, or on any special tests which the University may offer.

 Impersonating another student or allowing oneself to be impersonated: This includes the 
imitation of a student or the entrance into an arrangement with another person to be 
impersonated for the purposes of taking examinations or tests or carrying out laboratory or 
other assignments.

 Plagiarism: Plagiarism is the act of presenting the ideas or works of another as one's own. 
This applies to all material such as essays, laboratory assignments, laboratory reports, work 
term reports, design projects, seminar presentations, statistical data, computer programs, 
research results and theses. The properly acknowledged use of sources is an accepted and 

http://bit.ly/1X4w8QT
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important part of scholarship. Use of such material without acknowledgment is contrary to 
accepted norms of academic behaviour. Information regarding acceptable writing practices is 
available through the Writing Centre at www.mun.ca/writingcentre

 Theft of examination papers or other material: This includes obtaining by any improper means 
examination papers, tests, or any other such material.

 Use and/or distribution of stolen material: This includes the use of material which the student 
knows to have been improperly obtained and/or the distribution of such material.

 Submitting false information: This includes falsifying academic forms or records, submitting 
false credentials, medical or other certificates, or making a false, misleading or incomplete 
declaration to the University.

 Submitting work for one course or work term which has been or is being submitted for another 
course or work term at this or any other institution without express permission to do so: This 
includes the presentation of an essay, report or assignment to satisfy some or all of the 
requirements of a course when that essay, report, or assignment has been previously submitted
or is concurrently being submitted for another course without the express permission of the 
professor(s) involved.

 Prevention or obstruction of access to works or materials provided by the University needed by 
others for academic purposes.

 Attempt of bribery, and/or threat of blackmail to influence the award of any credit, grade, 
honour or academic decisions.

 Failure to follow relevant University/Faculty/School guidelines on ethics.
 Failure to follow the Memorial University of Newfoundland Code.

Academic Advice 

I would be happy to answer questions about this course. If you need information about your program 
requirements and course selections, you might begin by consulting the University Calendar 
(http://www.mun.ca/regoff/calendar/). I can also put you in touch with an undergraduate liaison or 
academic advisor.

http://www.mun.ca/regoff/calendar/
http://www.mun.ca/regoff/calendar/sectionNo=GENINFO-1502
http://www.mun.ca/writingcentre

	syllabus Germ 2900_

